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Continental. The first of these land masses
extended as far south as Georgia and as i'ur
west as Blue Ridge Mountains, while the
eastern boundary was probably farther east
than the Atlantic shore line. The Continental
mass extended westward from Hudson River,
the shore line forming a great bay which
covered the territory now occupied by western
New York, Michigan and a part of Ontario.
There were detached portions of land also in
Colorado, in the region of the Black Hills,
South Dakota, and in the central part of
Texas. A long, narrow strip bordered what
is now the great basin of Nevada and Utah.
In the Old World most of Russia and Siberia
were under water.
The animal life included crustaceans simi-
lar to the horseshoe crab and lobster, crinoids,
starfishes and various forms of mollusks;
but the most characteristic life of the period
was that of the fishes, which then reached
their highest development. This period has
been by some geologists named the Age of
Fishes. See devonian system; cakboetif-
erous period.
DEVO'NIAN SYSTEM, in geology, a di-
vision intermediate between the Silurian and
Carboniferous strata. It is characterized by
sandstones of different colors, calcareous
slates and limestones. All these contain fos-
sils, including corals, erinoids, crustaceans,
mollusca, eephalopods and fishes, the last
predominating, having at this time reached
their greatest development. Devonian rocks
occupy a large area in central Europe as
well as in the United States, eastern Canada
and Nova Scotia. See carboniferous period.
DEVONSHIRE, dev'on sheer, victor
christian william cavendish, Ninth Duke
of (1868- ), a British statesman, the
successor of the Duke of Connaught as Gov-
ernor-General of Canada. He received a
typical English education at Eton and Cam-
bridge, entered the House of Commons as
a Liberal-Unionist in 1891, and held his seat
until 1908, when, having succeeded to the
dukedom, he entered the House of Lords.
He was a close friend of the royal family,
holding the position of treasurer of the royal
household under Queen Victoria and Edward
VII. In 1903-1905 the duke served as finan-
cial secretary to the Treasury; in 1912 he
was made a Privy Councilor, and in 1915
became civil lord of the Admiralty.
He was Governor-General of Canada
from 1916 to 1921, and in 1918 he visited
 the United States for the purpose of
strengthening the bonds of friendship be-
tween the two allied nations in the World
War. The duke is one of the largest land-
owners in England, possessing estates
amounting to nearly 190,000 acres. These
include both forest and mineral lands. He
is a man of very attractive personality, a
patron of art, literature and science, and a
zealous sportsman.
DEW, moisture from the atmosphere that
gathers on cool bodies, particularly at night.
During the day the earth both absorbs and
gives off heat, but after sunset its supply of
warmth is cut off, while it still continues to
radiate heat into the surrounding space.
Grass, flowers and foliage, being good radi-
ators, lose after sunset the heat which has
previously been absorbed by them, without
receiving any in return, and their temper-
ature consequently falls considerably below
that of the atmosphere. This lower temper-
ature causes the condensation of the vapor
in the atmosphere surrounding them, and it
is deposited upon their surfaces in the form,
of dew, or of hoarfrost, where the tempera-
ture of the atmosphere is below 32°.
When the sky is clouded, the heat ab-
stracted from the earth's surface by radia-
tion is restored by the clouds, which, being
good radiators, send back an amount of heat
equal to what they receive; and a balance of
temperature being thus maintained between
the earth and the surrounding atmosphere,
no dew is formed. The formation of dew
is likewise prevented by wind, which carries
away the particles of air before the vapor
contained in them has been condensed.
Horizontal surfaces and those which are
exposed to a wide expanse of sky receive
a greater supply of dew than sheltered or
oblique surfaces, where circumstances dimin-
ish the amount of radiation.
The heavy dews which fall in tropical re-
gions are in the highest degree beneficial to
vegetation, which, but for this supply of
moisture, would, in countries where scarcely
any rain falls for months, be soon scorched
and withered. But after the high temper-
ature of the day, the ground radiates tinder
these clear skies with great rapidity, the
surface is quickly cooled, and the water
vapor, which from the great daily evapora-
tion, exists in large quantities in the atmos-
phere, is deposited abundantly. This deposi-
tion is more plentiful, also, on plants, from

